
  
RACT Insurance Tasmanian Youth Portraiture Prize 2009 
showcasing portraiture by young Tasmanian artists, this award celebrates the face of Tasmania.

Education Kit 

Background: 
Tasmania's premier youth portraiture award is the result of a highly successful partnership
between RACT Insurance, Clemenger Tasmania, Geon and Tasmanian Regional Arts.

The objective of the award is to foster the development of young Tasmanian artists and provide
an opportunity for the public to appreciate the talents of Tasmania's youth.

Tasmanian artists aged 30 and under are invited to paint a portrait of a living Tasmanian who is
important to them. An artist statement describing the inspiration and meaning behind the artwork
is also submitted.

In 2009 the prize is opening at the Devonport Regional Gallery, from where it will travel to the
Academy Gallery in Launceston and then the Sidespace Gallery in Hobart.
History: 
The RACT Insurance Tasmanian Youth Portraiture Prize began as a dream of Ralph Doedens,
the then CEO of RACT Insurance in Tasmania. His motivation then and the ongoing aims of
the supporting partners are to generate a healthy outlet for young Tasmanians to express
themselves artistically”.
Aims: 
The prize supports the development of portraiture as an artistic style with a focus on the
portrayal of contemporary Tasmanian figures. The prize also proudly supports the showing of
young Tasmanian artists' work in high profile exhibitions around the state, encouraging visitation
by the wider community.
Catalogue of works: 
Can be downloaded from http://www.typp.com.au/About.htm 
Portraiture: 
Portraiture is an artistic representation of a person that generally aims to capture the likeness
and personality of that person. The work itself can be a photograph, painting, sculpture or other
medium. The work not only depicts the actual subject and their place in the world but also shows
the artist’ own perception of that subject, the artist’ style and technical skills.

The Archibald Prize: 
A trip to view the Archibald Prize is a prize for the winner of the Tasmanian Youth Portraiture
Prize. The Archibald Prize is one of Australia's oldest and most prestigious art awards.
JF Archibald's primary aims were to foster portraiture, support artists and perpetuate the
memory of great Australians. Since its inception in 1921 the prize has been awarded to some of
Australia's most important artists, including George Lambert, William Dobell and Brett Whiteley.

The Archibald Prize Education Kit is available online at
http://www.thearchibaldprize.com.au/education/kit 
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Conversation starters and art-making exercises: 
 

Walk around the exhibition, look at the catalogue and take the time to read the artist statements 
for three of your favourite works. 

 
Note the name and title of each work. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Select a work that is not a self-portrait. Describe why the artist chose that person as their 
subject. 

 

 

 

 

Select a work that is a self-portrait. Describe why the artist chose to paint themselves. 
 

 

 

 

Often a close relationship develops between an artist and their subject. Can you identify a work in 
the exhibition that demonstrates this? 

 

 

Traditionally, a portrait would capture the sitter in a head and shoulders pose looking directly out 
of the painting at the artist and audience. In this exhibition many of the subjects are looking away. 
Why do you think the artists have chosen to do this? 

 

 

 

 

If you were to create a two-dimensional portrait of someone important to you, who would it be? 

 

 

Consider why you chose that person and write a short paragraph (artist statement) describing 
why that person is important to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consider which view of the subject you would capture (head and shoulders, half body, full body). 
Describe why. 

 

 

 

 

What style would you utilise (realistic, stylised, traditional, abstract, etc)? Describe why. 

 

 

 

 

What medium would you use (paint, draw, photography, mixed media, etc)?  

 

 

 

 

 

Describe how you would capture the personality of your subject in the art work? 

 

 

 

 

 

What background would you incorporate into your work? 

 

 

 

 

Would you use a landscape or portrait format? 

 

 

 

 

Draw up a plan (sketch) of how you would create a portrait for the 2010 Tasmanian Youth 
Portraiture Prize. 


