
Hilton Owen is a young Tasmanian artist with 
big plans. After winning the RACT Insurance 
Tasmanian Youth Portraiture Prize, he’s setting 
his sights on national, and – in the years to 
come  – even international exhibitions.

Hilton’s Self-Portrait with Cow was the 
winning entry in the inaugural RACT Insurance 
Prize, which is aimed at supporting emerging 
Tasmanian artists under the age of 30. 

Hilton beat more than 40 other entries from 
around Tasmania to win $5,000 and a trip for 
two to Sydney to see entries in the Archibald 
Prize for Portraiture. “Winning this prize has 
been a great confidence booster, and the 
money will go a long way towards supporting 
me in my artistic work, given the high cost of 
art materials,” said Hilton. “Winning the prize 
has really made me feel I want to go on and 
develop a real career as an artist.” 

Educated in Hobart, 19-year-old Hilton comes 
from a family with a strong artistic background. 
Even his grandmother was a painter. “I became 
interested in painting at the age of 16. I’ve 
put a lot of time and effort into my painting 
over the last two years, and I see the RACT 
Insurance Prize as a reward for hard work.”

Hilton already has three solo exhibitions to 
his credit, and a number of his paintings 
were recently selected for inclusion in the 
Melbourne Art Fair.

“I started by painting portraits, but developed 
from there to include in my portraits images 
that captured events, moments, and the 
things that were happening around me. I’m 
fascinated by images. I love putting images 
together in my work and then trying to give 
them meaning.”

Hilton was educated at The Hutchins School 
and Rosny College, where he developed 
his love of painting. His first exhibition was 

about the retailing clothing industry. “I was 
interested in what fashions we bought 
and why we bought them, and I was partly 
inspired by my interest in punk culture.

“Of course, punks get a bad press, 
especially in the wake of the Sex Pistols. 
But even though I see myself as a normal 
guy, I’m fascinated by the punk culture and 
its attitude to dress. They make a statement 
saying that there are other ways to look at 
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things, and I think I often reflect that  
in my painting.”

Hilton supports his painting – sometimes 
several days non-stop a week – with 
a casual supermarket job. He’s also 
the recipient of a scholarship to study 
graphic design, and arts supplier Artery 
has given him sponsorship as well. 

“Between my painting, my work, and 
my efforts to finalise a fine arts degree, 
I love bodyboarding, socialising, and 
getting around with my girlfriend. I show 
her my latest works and I’ll ask her what 

she thinks. She’s full of praise if she 
likes it, but if she just gives a little smile, 
I know she doesn’t like it.” 

Following his win in the RACT Insurance 
Youth Portraiture Prize, Hilton says he’s 
keen to keep developing his artistic 
skills. “I love painting. I just want to keep 
going, and pushing harder.”

As Tasmania moves into winter,  
Hilton is hard at work in his Rose  
Bay studio preparing for an exhibition  
at the Handmark Gallery in Hobart  
in September.

At last, a centralised, secure place for you to 
keep an inventory of your home and contents 
items and documents. It’s not a shoebox, but 
an easy-to-use, password protected Virtual 
Safe located on your own computer. What’s 
more, your Virtual Safe is free. All it ‘costs’ 
is a little of your time, but with that comes 
peace of mind.

It’s ideal for keeping important information, 
like a list of your home contents, meaningful 
documents, valuations or certificates and 
even allows you to scan important images or 
photos. The Virtual Safe can be used to store 
photos and movies and there is no limit on 
the size and number of items stored.

Why not use the RACT Insurance Virtual 
Safe to store treasured wedding and other 
family photos or movies? You can easily store 
a backup on CD with family or friends for 
additional peace of mind.

To start using your RACT Insurance Virtual Safe, 
all you need do is download the Virtual Safe 
software from the RACT Insurance website 
(www.ractinsurance.com.au/virtualsafe)  
and install it on your computer. Once you 
have answered a few questions to establish 
your profile, it’s a simple matter of logging  
in and following the easy-to-use set up 
wizard. In no time at all, you’ll have a 
centralised, secure place to store all  
your valuable documents and information.  
And with that comes peace of mind.

At RACT Insurance, we realise security 
is very important, so your Virtual Safe  
is password protected. None of your data  
is sent to any outside person or company –  
it remains on your computer where only you 
have access to it. You can also make and 
store a second copy on a CD-ROM or DVD.

Once you start using your RACT Insurance 
Virtual Safe, you’ll wonder how you ever got 
by without it.

Of course, the best protection you can have 
if the unthinkable happens is adequate cover 
with a trusted insurer. The RACT Insurance 
website includes a comprehensive Home 
and Contents valuation guide to assist in 
calculating required cover.

RACT Insurance 
introduces the 
‘Virtual Safe’
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Nadia Mahjouri, Alex Palmer and Skye Targett look through the catalogue of works  
at the cocktail party announcing the winner (photo courtesy of The Mercury).

Nicole Bryant, Leah Tierney and Ralph Doedens enjoy the awards night where the 
winner was announced (photo courtesy of The Mercury).


